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WINSLOW HISTORICAL SOCIETY

100 YEARS OF ROUTE 66 IN WINSLOW

An Overview of Route 66 in Winslow

Route 66 passed from one end of Winslow to the other, on Second Street starting in 1926 and on Third Street starting in 1953. Downtown Winslow—defined by Route 66 on Second and Third
Streets and the cross-streets in between for several blocks east and west of Kinsley Avenue—constituted the heart of Winslow’s civic, commercial, and entertainment districts. Route 66 was
bypassed in Winslow 1n 1979, decommissioned 1n 1985, and designated Historic Route 66 1n 1987. Today, Winslow’s Route 66 history 1s reflected in the repurposed buildings and sites along
Second and Third Streets. Now constantly flowing with both visitors and residents, Historic Route 66 is the foundation of Winslow’s tourism economy and downtown revitalization.

Key Dates in Winslow’s Route 66 History
November 11, 1926: Route 66 Certified

June 11, 1953: Route 66 Becomes One-Way in Winslow

May 1, 1972: “Take it Easy” Released by the Eagles
October 25, 1979: 1-40 Bypassed Route 66 in Winslow
June 27, 1985: Route 66 Decertified

February 18, 1987: Historic Route 66 Association of Arizona Founded

December 1997: La Posada Hotel Reopened

September 10 & 11, 1999: Standin’ on the Corner Park Dedicated

Route 66 Becomes One-Way
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Route 66 traffic had been congested for years on two-way Second Street through Winslow, resulting 1n one of the lowest
efficiency ratings of any stretch of the highway. The Winslow City Council voted in 1951 to make Second and Third Streets
one-way, and on June 11, 1953, Winslow became the first Arizona city to establish one-way highway traffic. Second Street
became eastbound, Third Street became westbound, and the cross-streets became part of the Route 66 district as well.
Below Left, Before & After: The 100 block of West Second Street looking east in the 1940s and 19358.

Below Right, Before & After: The Second Street and Williamson Avenue intersection looking west 1n 1948 and 1958.

Prior to the 1920s, parades were held along First Street, Winslow’s original business district next to the railroad tracks. From the 1920s through today, Winslow’s parades have marched along
decorated Second and Third Streets, eastbound and westbound Route 66, respectively. Various groups held rodeo parades from the 1950s through the 1980s, including the Jaycees in 1955 (below
left) and 1959 (below right). The Winslow Chamber of Commerce held the first Christmas Parade in 1947, a tradition that continues to this day (see Panel 10).

People Highlight: The Santa Fe Indian Band

of the Winslow Christmas Parade.
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funded by the Historic Route 66 Association of Arizona, City of Winslow, and Winslow Chamber of Commerce. For more Winslow history, visit the Old Trails Museum.
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Decline & Renewal in Downtown Winslow

Interstate 40 bypassed Route 66 through Winslow on October
25, 1979. Downtown traffic disappeared overnight, devastating
the businesses along Second and Third Streets. Fortunately, its
designation as “Historic Route 66” by the Arizona Department
of Transportation in 1987 spurred interest in the former
highway as a tourism destination.

In the early 1990s, citizen activists formed the La Posada
Foundation to save Winslow’s former grand railroad hotel. The
group transitioned to the Standin’ on the Corner Foundation
once preservationist Allan Affeldt and his wife, artist Tina
Mion, reopened La Posada Hotel in 1997 (see Panel 10).

Left, Then & Now: The Standin’ on the Corner Foundation
dedicated a park of the same name in 1999 on the northwest
corner of Second Street and Kinsley Avenue. The hotel and
park form the pillars of downtown revitalization for Historic
Route 66 1n Winslow, which 1s lined from one end of town to
the other with repurposed historic buildings, many of which are
listed 1n the National Register of Historic Places (see Panel 10).

Right: The company-sponsored Santa Fe Indian Band consisted of Navajo,
Hopi, and Laguna railroad employees and their family members. Dressed in
velveteen shirts and traditional jewelry, the band marched and played in
Christmas and rodeo parades, and they performed weekly concerts in the
La Posada band shell. They also logged thousands of rail miles performing
at Arizona State Fairs, Gallup Intertribal Indian Ceremonials, the Union
Station Opening Day Parade in Los Angeles in 1939, and President
Eisenhower’s inauguration parade in Washington, DC, in 1953. In 2013,
former band members returned for a reunion and served as grand marshals
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Event Highlight: The 1967 Snowstorm

From December 13 through 19, 1967, a snowstorm dropped more
than 37 inches on northeastern Arizona, forcing Route 66 to
repeatedly close and reopen. The Winslow Street Department and
Arizona Public Service worked tirelessly to clear streets and
restore power, respectively; regional radio stations provided
critical updates to residents and travelers; and the local Red Cross
provided food to the stranded motorists who filled Winslow’s

Route 66 motels. This December 17 police photo shows the
vacant 200 block of West Second Street/Route 66.
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