
WOMEN OF WINSLOW

Georgia Lee Catherine Hoff was born in 1934 in Boonville, Missouri, and graduated from high 

school in St. Louis, Missouri, in 1952. She met James B. MacLean at her church while serving 

lunch to military men who were away from home during the holidays. They married in 1953, and 

Georgia moved to Winslow to live with his parents while he served in the U.S. Air Force in 

Greenland. After James returned, they had three children, Mike, Leellen, and Jim. Georgia was 

widowed in 1962 when James was killed in a train accident.

Georgia married Robert Wayne Metzger in 1963, and they were married for 46 years until his death 

in 2009. Wayne worked for the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway for 44 years and retired as 

an engineer. As a railroad family, Georgia and Wayne raised two more children, Bill and Robert, 

and together they shared eleven grandchildren. 

Georgia was very active in civic organizations before her career in politics. In the 1960s and 70s, 

she served on the Parent Teacher Associations at Bonnie Brennan Elementary School, Winslow 

Junior High, and the State PTA. Also in the 1970s, she advocated on behalf of the Winslow 

Woman's Club for the development of a juvenile detention center in Navajo County. 

In 1981, Georgia decided to run for mayor “because they wouldn’t let me alone! I had been pestered 

for years.” Her campaign slogans reflected Winslow’s status as a railroad town, including 

“Correcting a train wreck,” and “Our train is off the track.” On April 6, 1982, “housewife” Georgia 

Metzger was sworn in as Winslow’s first female mayor, and she was re-elected for another term in 

1984.

In 1992, Georgia ran once more because she felt she had some unfinished business and believed in 

the power of the mayor’s office to accomplish positive things. She stated the qualities of a 

successful public servant as "honesty and integrity, straightforwardness, a willingness to listen and a 

willingness to compromise," and she encouraged public forums to “find out what the community 

wants done and hear their ideas for solving problems.” (The Winslow Mail, 3-18-1992) 

Georgia is proud of the many positive developments she supported during her terms, including the 

opening of the Hopi Hat Factory in 1985; the donation of Western Savings and Loan to house the 

Old Trails Museum that same year; the initial efforts by the city and local citizens to save La Posada 

Hotel, including its listing on the National Register of Historic Places in 1992; and, after 13 years of 

local, state, and tribal cooperative efforts, the dedication of Homolovi State Park in 1993.  

In 2000, Georgia received the prestigious Leta Glacy-Cecel Lockhart-Smith Memorial Award from 

the Northern Arizona Regional Behavioral Health Authority for over 30 years of outstanding 

community service to improve behavioral health services in Navajo County, including serving on 

the Boards of Directors of that organization and Community Counseling Centers, Inc. 

Georgia was involved in many other community activities over the years, including coaching 

children’s sports teams, attending the First Christian Church, and acting as President for the 

Winslow Women's Bowling Association. An excellent bowler, she appeared in The Winslow Mail 

for her scores and awards from 1963 to 1986.
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“They knew the city needed straightening up, and I was known as a problem solver.” 

Georgia, upon being asked why she decided to run for mayor

Georgia Metzger served as Winslow’s first female mayor 

from 1982 to 1986 and again from 1992 to 1994.  

Top: City Clerk Zula Graybeal administered the 

oath of office to Mayor Metzger on April 6, 1982.
 

Middle: Mayor Metzger exchanges a check with 

Walmart Manager Mike Melchoirs in 1992.

Bottom: Georgia in the 1990s
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