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The City of Winslow owns the Winslow-Lindbergh Regional Airport. The Winslow 

Airport Commission is a group of volunteers that act as an advisory board to the Winslow 

City Council on matters related to the airport. The airport covers 900 acres and has an 

elevation of 4,941 feet. It boasts two operational asphalt runways that are 150 feet wide 

and 7,500 and 7,100 feet long, respectively, which can accommodate most aircraft flying 

today. Winslow has the only airport in Northern Arizona with two intersecting runways, 

so there is never more than a 45 degree cross-wind. 

Wiseman Aviation 
Orville Wiseman founded the Flagstaff-based company, Wiseman Aviation, in 1999. The City of Winslow has contracted with the 

fixed-base operator to run daily operations at the airport since 2007. Wiseman cannot offer all the services in Winslow that he 

provides in Flagstaff, but multiple locations -- he recently added Gallup to the roster -- allow for economies of scale. As the fixed-

base operator, Wiseman offers a range of services to his Winslow users including fuel sales, maintenance, and concierge services.  

Current Airport Users  
Current airport users include the US Forest Service, the US Military, medical transport services, the Columbia Scientific Balloon 

Facility, ITT Corp, the E&O Kitchen, and recreational flyers. The US Forest Service maintains the Winslow Air Tanker Base, which 

supports wild and forest fire suppression with air tankers. AeroCare Medical Transport flies fixed-wing aircraft and reserves tie-down 

space on the south apron. Guardian Air keeps a helicopter in a private hanger and leases crew quarters in Winslow.  
  

The Columbia Scientific Balloon Facility, part of New Mexico State University, tracks weather balloons and launches unmanned, high 

altitude research balloons for NASA and universities all over the world. ITT Corp installs and maintains surveillance and the broadcast 

service tower for the Federal Aviation Administration. Though especially prone to downturns in the economy, recreational flyers will 

always stop here for the reasons the location was chosen in the first place: good weather and a lower elevation with no obstructions -- 

ideal for dropping in, fueling up, and maybe taking a look around the historic airport and city. 

A Very Historic Airport 
In a nod to its historical significance, the 

Winslow Municipal Airport was renamed 

the Winslow-Lindbergh Regional Airport 

by the city in 1998. Winslow’s airport is 

the best preserved of the original TAT 

airfields and a lasting tribute to Arizona's 

important role in aviation history.  
 

Wiseman described how he has come to 

appreciate the airport’s unique history:  
  

“The history here, the town in general, 

I’ve really fallen in love with, and I like 

coming over here, I like the fact that 

we’re here, and it does complement 

Flagstaff . . . I talked to people, did a 

little bit of reading about it, used some 

aviation histories . . . for many years we 

played music from the 1940s (in the 

terminal) and they do those re-broadcasts 

of news events of the time, and it just at 

times would make my hair stand on end 

because you realized, ‘wow, this place 

was here, kind of in the middle of all 

that.’ The Winslow Airport was probably 

the busiest airport in the Southwest back 

in the 1940s or so, all the airmail for 

Northern Arizona went through there . . . 

it’s probably the oldest continuous service 

passenger terminal in the world at this 

point . . . that’s a pretty neat little piece of 

history right there.”  
  

The company has rehabilitated the 

terminal with modern upgrades while 

evoking its historic style. The work 

included removing false ceilings and old 

paneling, exposing the original beam 

work, and rebuilding the patio wall. 

Upgrades included installing central heat 

and air, updating the electricity and 

technology, and adding a kitchen and a 

barbeque on the patio. To keep costs 

down, the city utilized trusties from the 

local correctional facility to perform 

much of the labor. The original, 12,000-

square-foot hangar is also unique, with 

huge sliding doors, massive steel beams, 

and divided light window panels that 

flood the inside with natural light. The 

latest lettering across the front of the 

hangar reads “TAT Winslow-Lindbergh 

Airport." 

Military Use:  

Top left: This Boeing CH-47 Chinook 

landed in Winslow to make an emergency 

repair in July 2012.  
 

Middle left: In May 2006, these Boeing 

AH-64 Apaches and Sikorsky UH-60 

Blackhawk made a fuel stop in Winslow 

while traveling west to east. (Photos 

courtesy of Orville Wiseman) 
 

Bottom left: This AH-64 Apache stopped in 

Winslow in 2010. (Photo courtesy of Linda 

Chambers Lazzarini) 

Fire Suppression: In June 2014, these planes helped fight the San Juan Fire in eastern Arizona. Both are seen here at the Winslow airport to reload retardant. Left: Until recently, this 

Lockheed P2V Neptune was a staple of the heavy air tanker fire fighting fleet for the past several years. (Photo courtesy of Orville Wiseman) Right: Winslow was the first tanker base in 

the nation to have multiple McDonald Douglas MD-87s simultaneously operate on a fire. This new generation of air tanker can carry up to 4,000 gallons of fire retardant at 400 knots, 

something no other aircraft in the heavy air tanker fleet can do. (Photo courtesy of Susi Kaufman) 

Medical Transport:  

Top right: A Guardian Air helicopter 

attends Winslow’s fly-in in 2013.  
 

Recreation:  

Middle right: In March 2008, these Cessna 

C177Bs attended the Cessna Cardinal 

Owners Fly-In, a multiday event that 

included tours of local scenic attractions as 

well as workshops for the owners. (Photo 

courtesy of Orville Wiseman) 
 

Bottom right: On its way to an air show at 

the Planes of Flame Air Museum in Chino, 

California, this Republic P-47 Thunderbolt 

from the National Museum of World War 

II Aviation in Colorado Springs stopped in 

Winslow for fuel and lunch. (Photo 

courtesy of David Andreasen) 


