
 

Henry Lee Hayes was born in Mississippi in 

1928. He married Mary Echoles in 1949, and 

together they raised two sons and five daughters. 

In 1956, they moved from Sunflower, 

Mississippi, to Winslow, where Hayes worked for 

the Nagel and Duke City Lumber Companies, the 

City of Winslow, the State Highway Department, 

and Goodwill Industries in Flagstaff. He retired 

from the Postal Service in 1990 after 25 years of 

service as a Star Route Mail Carrier. Hayes 

coached Little League for 16 years and is seen 

here on the left at the Winslow Little League Park 

in 1969. He also served as Assistant Pastor for the 

Faith Temple Church of God in Christ and as 

president of the Winslow branch of the NAACP. 

Hayes passed away in 2004 at the age of 74. 
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Daughters Brenda Hayes Graham (left) and Mary Alice Hayes (right) are well-known gospel singers. The Hayes sisters have 

performed at countless events in the region, including backing Diana Ross as part of the World Choir during the 1996 Super Bowl 

halftime show in Tempe. They are seen here singing I Believe I Can Fly at the opening of the Smithsonian Institution's renovated 

National Portrait Gallery on June 23, 2006. Winslow artist Tina Mion was a �I�H�D�W�X�U�H�G���D�U�W�L�V�W���L�Q���W�K�H���J�D�O�O�H�U�\�¶�V������������Portraiture Now 

exhibition, which included �0�L�R�Q�¶�V portrait of the sisters entitled Glory. Mion �Z�U�R�W�H���W�K�D�W���³�,���V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G��Glory because I wanted to 

see Brenda and Mary Alice Hayes alongside America's icons at the National Portrait Gallery, representing generosity and 

kindness, unsung and unselfish���´����Glory; 2004; oil on linen; collection of Kenneth and Nancy Kranzberg) 


