
 
Logging in northeastern Arizona thrived because of the Ponderosa Pine to the south and the shipping of finished lumber on the 

Santa Fe and Route 66. Winslowôs logging and mill businesses employed many African Americans, most of whom moved here 

from the Deep South. In 1954, 10-year-old Tommy Dukes and his older brother, Andrew, took a Greyhound bus from Hattiesburg, 

Mississippi, to join mother Mary and stepfather Oliver McGilberry, who worked as a log-cutter at one of the local mills. Dukes 

got his first guitar a few years later, and a bluesman was born. Dukes was inducted into the Arizona Blues Hall of Fame in 1997.  

 
In December 1880, Atlantic & Pacific Railroad track gangs laid out a new townsite near the abundant water supply from Clear Creek. 

The railroad named the town Winslow, and the first rail line arrived from Albuquerque in December 1881. In 1897, the Atchison, 

Topeka and Santa Fe Railway acquired the A&P and transferred division headquarters from Gallup to Winslow. The Santa Fe hired 

citizens of all ethnic heritages, including African Americans, to maintain tracks and bridges along the line.  

Left: Ed Conwayôs crew is seen repairing the tracks at Penzance, east of Holbrook, in 1911. (Image courtesy of the Conway 

family) Right: This section crew worked to lay double tracks between Winslow and Williams in 1938. Local section workers 

often lived south of the tracks in one-room row houses with gas heaters. (Image courtesy of Ernest Martinez.)  

Clockwise from left: Dukesô career includes original 

songs, album recordings, and, as founder and leader 

of the Tommy Dukes Blues Band, regular and special 

gigs in Phoenix and Northern Arizona; Dukes and 

David Chavez Sr. hold each otherôs first guitars in 

1957; Dukes began his professional career in 1960 as 

a member of the Blue Flames; Dukes with then-

Arizona Governor Janet Napolitano on July 4, 2003. 
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