African Americans in Winslow:
$cenes From Our History

African American Rail Workers in Winslow

In December 1880, Atlantic & Pacific Rallroad track gangs laid out atowsitenear the abundant water supply from Clear Creek. i 1
Therailroad named the town Winsloand the first rail line arrived from Albuquerquebecembed881. In 1897, the Atchison,

Topeka and Santa Fe RailwagguiredheA&P andtransferred division headquarters from Gallup to Winslow. The Saradee

citizens of all ethnic heritages, including African Americansnéntain tracks and bridges along time.
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Leftt EdAConwayos crew I s s eéPemanceaasi af Haolbrookgin 11911 .dlmage @urt&sy of tneé Conway
family) Right: Thissection crew worked to lay double tracks between Winslow and Williams in 1938. Local section workers
often lived south of the tracks in cn@om row houses with gas heaters. (Image courtesy of Ernest Martinez.)

Tommy Dulkes

Logging in northeastern Arizona thrived because of the Ponderosa Pine to the soutlshippitngof finished lumber on the
Santa Fe and Route 66. W resnployatngasy AfricagAgnerncans, aostobf winom moved here 1 n
from the Deep Southn 1954, 18yearold Tommy Dukes andis older brother, Andrew, took a Greyhound negn Hattiesburg,
Mississippi, to join mother Mary and stepfati@iver McGilberry, who workedas alog-cutter at one of the local millBukes

got his firstguitar a few years later, and a bluesmeasborn. Dukes was inductedto the Arizona Blues Hall of Fame in 1997.

Clockwise from leftDuke® ¢ anclwdesroriginal

gigs in Phoenix and Northern Arizorlagikes and
David Chavez Sr. hol d
1957; Dukedegan his professional careerl960 as
a member of the Blue Flamd3ukes with then
Arizona Governor Janet Napolitana July 4,2003.
(Images courtesy of Tommy Dukes)
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